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September 19, 2007 

 

 

 

Dear  ___, 

 

 

Thank you for your interest in the International Collaborative Palliative Care Simulation Study in 

Nursing Education. I look forward to speaking with you about the project.  I’ve enclosed a brief description of 

the project, a timeline and the tools we will be using in the project.  The goal is to assess learning outcomes 

related to palliative care in diverse communities.  We will be using simulators (Laerdal) or role play simulation 

as a learning method.   

 

 Once you have had a chance to review this introductory material we can talk about more specifics.  We 

can talk by phone or email. I am also a Skype user (http://skype.com) which is a free computer program that 

will allow us to talk in real time by internet.  My user name is “nursestoner”. 

 

 When you have confirmed your participation, I will forward more detailed information about the 

simulation scenarios, including the scenario  program for Laerdal simulators and curriculum information 

including goals and objectives. 

 

I look forward to talking to you more about this exciting project! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Marilyn Smith-Stoner, RN, PhD, CHPN 

http://nursestoner.com 
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Proposal for International Palliative Care Simulation Study Nursing Education 

Version 1.0 

Principal Investigator:  Marilyn Smith-Stoner, RN, PhD 

(Can add others) 

 

Introduction: This international collaborative project is designed to assess the learning outcomes of nursing 

students who are studying palliative care.  The primary instructional method used will be simulation. Most 

participants will use Laerdal simulators; however they are not a requirement to participate.  Schools that do not 

have a human patient simulator will use role play simulations using the same learning objectives. 

 

Objectives of the study: 

1. Assess the learning outcomes of students who have participated in two simulations regarding end of life 

or palliative care. 

A. First simulation focuses on pain management 

B. Second simulation focuses on port mortem care 

2. Describe culturally sensitive care at end of life. 

 

Research plan: 

Phase I  Now until December 2007 

 Issue invitation to participate in international collaborative 

 Identify potential partners, obtain contact information. 

 Review simulations and ask questions 

 Curriculum assessment for the appropriate class 

              Suggested participants: second semester students, medical surgical course, adult  

              patient care 

 Partners obtain Institutional Approval for research design 

 Concerns about Dying Scale Translated 

 Tools for assessing use of patient simulators translated, if using simulators 

      Completion of application 

      Confirmation of participation 

Phase II January to June 2008 

 Concerns about Dying Scale given to students 

Data collection after both simulations are done: 

        At the end of the course: 

1. Concerns about Dying Scale 

2. Educational Practice Questionnaire (simulator evaluation) 

3. Student Satisfaction and Self-Confidence in Learning (simulator evaluation) 

4. Simulation Design Scale (simulator evaluation) 

Each participant is responsible for analyzing their data and sharing with the PI, templates will be 

provided for data. 

 

Phase III August to December 2008 

Data analysis and collaboration 

 

Phase IV January to June 2009 

Publications and presentations by members. 

International Collaborative Palliative Care 




